Wild Voices for Kids Indigenous Education Policy

“Founding Indigenous Environmental Education programs within Indigenous Knowledge
systems is one of the most important ways of strengthening our cultures, promoting
environmental protection, promoting the use of local materials and knowledge to generate
sustainable local economies, and supporting students through healing and decolonizing
processes. It requires the participation and leadership of the Elders in all aspects of the program,
access to the land, the application of Indigenous education models and philosophies of education,
the employment of Indigenous teaching and learning mechanisms, and a constant decolonization
process for both instructors and students. It is a transformative process in its very nature.”
(Simpson, 2002, p. 17)

Policy and Procedures

Wild Voices for Kids, an environmental education initiative of the Columbia Basin
Environmental Education Network, recognizes the critical importance of centering Indigenous
Education and Knowledge in environmental education. Our place-based programming is
designed to explore the land, waters and ecology of what is called the Canadian Columbia Basin,
which is the unceded territories and homelands and waterways of the Ktunaxa, Secwepemc,
Sinixt and Syilx Peoples. Learning about these lands and waterways is inherently tied to
learning Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge, as place-based learning in the Columbia Basin is
learning from and about the traditional territories of these Indigenous Nations, cultures and their
peoples. CBEEN also recognizes that a commitment to reconciliation involves place based
Indigenous perspectives — inclusive of First Nations, Inuit and Métis — in environmental
education.

Programs across multiple environmental disciplines may include Indigenous Knowledge
(defined for this context below), especially considering that having knowledge of our local area
is to have knowledge of Indigenous lands and the cultural context such homelands provide.
Programs across multiple disciplines may engage with Indigenous Knowledge in numerous
ways, including consulting with elders and knowledge holders and referring to public resources
developed by or in partnership with the First Nations of the Columbia Basin (ie. field guides
such as Ktunaxa publication “?akxamis qapi gapsin”, and Nation and/or tribal council, and Band
websites and publications). In the case of public resources, the Community Educator must assess
the resource before using it as a reference for their program to ensure it is accurate and
representative of the place where your programs are focused. Educators are asked to send
information about resources, including references to the Wild VVoices Program Manager by email
before using them in their program — these resources may be forwarded on to an Indigenous



advisor for further review. The Wild VVoices Program Manager may also help with
communication and fostering relationships with the indigenous community, please ask if you
require assistance.

Some Wild Voices programs may be structured around Indigenous Education (defined for this
context below) as a foundational pedagogy. These are programs that have a primary focus on
Indigenous Knowledge; they are developed or co-developed with an Indigenous Community
Educator, and/or then are co-taught by Indigenous Knowledge Holders and/or Elders, who are
members of the Nation or community. These programs may be identified as Indigenous
Education with the tag in our booking system. Although it is the case that many programs may
have elements of Indigenous Knowledge referenced in them, to identify a program as Indigenous
Education is a recognition of a deep and informed connection to the Nation or community
involved, with the expectation that it is a central focus of the program. If a program contains
Indigenous Knowledge but this is not a central focus of the program, select other relevant tags
and contact the Wild Voices Program Manager to review the Indigenous Knowledge that you
have included.

Indigenous Knowledge

Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge includes local place-based technology, social, economic and
philosophical understanding gained and expressed through ways of doing, knowing and being.
As such ensuring that local Indigenous Peoples, including knowledge holders, are involved in
program development and are leading Indigenous Education programs as educators or co-
educators is an essential element of successful program design. A “Program design” approach
necessarily requires relationships with place based Indigenous Peoples’ whose cultures can
literally ground “generic and universal” Indigenous Peoples Knowledge. Therefore program
development is community based, participatory, and follows the Four R’s of Indigenous
Education: respect, relevance, reciprocity, responsibility (Kirkness & Barnhardt 2001). Doing so,
a well designed Indigenous Environmental Education program offering would exceed the articles
within UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Indigenous Education

Indigenous Education refers to the place-based Indigenous Peoples knowledge base including
language and cultural practice, worldview and philosophy. Indigenous Education is developed by
local Indigenous Peoples and/or in partnership with local Indigenous Peoples including
knowledge holders, language speakers, cultural leaders and interpreters that are sanctioned by
local Indigenous Peoples’ social, cultural, educational and governance systems. Indigenous
language based and lands-based education includes practices such as the re-emerging place and
plant names as a means of supporting uptake of local Indigenous Peoples knowledge. Doing so



intentionally, is a recognition of self-development of Indigenous communities and an action of
reconciliation.

Reconciliation

Wild Voices programs developed with the inclusion of and/or foundation of Indigenous
Knowledge would include consideration for how the program will contribute back to the
Indigenous communities involved. This could include copies of the program and its resources
(ie. Indigenous language field guides, video and audio recordings and photographs showing
Indigenous knowledge) provided to First Nations schools and/or band councils for their review,
feedback and use. Consideration for the self-development goals and objectives of the place
based Indigenous Peoples’, their reserve communities, and bands are to be considered when
developing programs. Indigenous Education programs that are open registration beyond a single
classroom should always invite the Indigenous communities whose knowledge is represented to
participate and attend in addition to co-facilitating.



References and recommended readings

First Nations Education and Steering Committee (n.d.) First Peoples Principles of Learning
http://www.fnesc.ca/first-peoples-principles-of-learning/

Kirkness, V. J. and R. Barnhardt (2001). First Nations and Higher Education: The Four R's -
Respect, Relevance, Reciprocity, Responsibility. Knowledge Across Cultures: A Contribution to
Dialogue Among Civilizations. R. Hayoe and J. Pan. Hong Kong, Comparative Education
Research Centre, The University of Hong Kong.
https://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education2/the4rs.pdf

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (1996) Volume 3: Gathering Strength; Chapter 5
Education http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-03.pdf

Simpson, Leanne (2002) Indigenous Environmental Education for Cultural Survival Canadian
Journal of Environmental Education, 7(1), Spring 2002, pg 13 to 25
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ654588.pdf

Toulouse, P. (2016). What Matters in Indigenous Education: Implementing a Vision Committed
to Holism, Diversity and Engagement. In Measuring What Matters, People for Education.
Toronto: March, 2016. https://peopleforeducation.ca/report/what-matters-in-indigenous-
education/

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (2012) Truth and Reconciliation Commission
of Canada: Calls to Action.
https://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

United Nations (2007) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E web.pdf

Resources

Indigenous Environmental Network https://www.ienearth.org/about/

Definition: Indigenous Education System https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/indigenous-
education-system/44175

A Short History of Indigenous Education in Canada (free online course from the University of
Toronto) https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/abed101/a-short-history-of-indigenous-education-in-
canada/



http://www.fnesc.ca/first-peoples-principles-of-learning/
https://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education2/the4rs.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-03.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ654588.pdf
https://peopleforeducation.ca/report/what-matters-in-indigenous-education/
https://peopleforeducation.ca/report/what-matters-in-indigenous-education/
https://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.ienearth.org/about/
https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/indigenous-education-system/44175
https://www.igi-global.com/dictionary/indigenous-education-system/44175
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/abed101/a-short-history-of-indigenous-education-in-canada/
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/abed101/a-short-history-of-indigenous-education-in-canada/

